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slightest unnecessary trouble I would gladly, in every way in my power, aid you in the accomplishment of the utter defeat of our implacable enemies, & the complete triumph of our cause.
But without elaboration or unnecessary detail permit me to say that I am most thoroughly convinced that the allowance of supplies to the amount only of $100,000 per month is not enough for this military district.
The agreement you signed for this amount, however, is now being most faithfully carried out, & will be until you can consent to change the same. I can assure you, General, that in view, however, of the great scarcity of provisions & necessaries now prevailing in almost every locality within our lines, it is a most difficult & onerous task to divide & apportion the amount allowed so as to do justice to all, & afford relief as far as it can be done. The great difficulty is that but a very limited amount is produced, in the line of necessaries for living, in this part of the state, & hence the absolute necessity for importations.
In connection with this, there is the fact that our population is constantly on the increase. Emigration is tending eastward instead of westward in this state.
In relation to these matters, so vitally important to us here, Mr. Hart can give you his views, based upon actual observation for six months.
If I appear to attach more than usual importance to this subject, you must attribute it to the constant demands for relief coming from so many quarters, & from my daily intercourse with so many of the residents, white & black. I still believe $300,000 per month to be necessary, but if you cannot consent to change the agreement to this, I trust you will alter it so as to allow $200,000.
That the most untiring efforts will be made to prevent the enemy from being benefitted by this, you may rest assured. With the sincere hope that this monstrous rebellion may be very soon crushed to death, I am, with great respect,
Truly yours, D. HEATON
From General Butler to Colonel Shaffer
Head Quarters Army of the James, in the Field, Sept. 25,1864
MT DEAB SHATTER: As now the long and most pleasant personal relations in the camp and field are severed, probably never to be renewed under their former conditions, I will not